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Kierra S. Barnett, Ph.D. 
Having joined the Kirwan Institute in 2013 while completing her doctoral program, Kierra's work focuses 
on the impact of social determinants of health (i.e. socioeconomic conditions, education, and natural, 
built and social environments) on racial and ethnic health disparities. Recently, Kierra successfully 
defended her dissertation for Ph.D. in Public Health from the Ohio State University. Kierra also holds a 
Masters of Public Health from Ohio State and a Bachelor's of Science of Science in Community Health 
from the University of Illinois. As a Post-Doctoral Researcher, Kierra aims to extend Kirwan's scholarship 
in the field of Public Health. Working at Kirwan has afforded her the opportunity to collaborate with 
state, county and city public health departments, as well as non-for-profit organizations to address 
health disparities in communities across the country. In her spare time, Kierra enjoys 90s R&B music, 
audiobooks, and her fur-baby, Scarlet.  
  

  
 
Susan Hibbard 
Susan is the Executive Director of the BUILD Initiative, has more than 20 years of experience in the areas 
of early learning, early childhood systems, and social change with a focus on research and analysis, 
strategic planning, project management and skills training. As BUILD’s executive director, she  oversees 
its daily operations, directs the BUILD staff team, and coordinates governance and financial 
management with fiscal sponsor Third Sector New England. 
 
Susan also designs a vibrant learning community for state leaders to foster peer-to-peer networking and 
information sharing on a wide range of early childhood topics. She additionally oversees BUILD’s 
research and evaluation efforts and manages the publication and dissemination of the BUILD Initiative’s 
research and policy briefs. 
 
Susan did her undergraduate work at Bryn Mawr College and received her M.A. from the New School 
University. 
 
 
 
Sherri Killins Stewart, Ed. D, 
Dr. Killins Stewart is the Director of State Systems Alignment and Integration for the BUILD Initiative and 
an independent consultant. Her consulting clients have included BUILD, W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone 
Foundation, New Haven Public School System W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Ascend at the Aspen Institute, 
the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, and Pearson Publishing. In her work with BUILD, she works 
directly with state leaders to advance early childhood systems efforts in health, early learning, and 
family support. She leads work to define and create intentional practices regarding equity in early 
childhood systems, policy, and leadership within the work of the BUILD Initiative. Her equity work 
includes co-leading a network of early childhood leaders to advance racial equity. Dr. Killins Stewart has 
worked at multiple levels and in a variety of states and/or communities to create targeted action to 
benefit young children and their families, including Georgia, Arkansas, Mississippi, Michigan, South 
Carolina, Virginia, New Jersey, New Haven, Connecticut, and Baltimore, Maryland. 



                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
Dr. Killins Stewart was the former Commissioner of Early Education and Care for the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts, Vice President of Human Development and Operations at the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, and CEO of Empower New Haven. 
 
Dr. Killins Stewart is known for crossing organizational boundaries to create a child development lens on 
the work of informal organizations as well as within other state agencies, including public health and 
housing.   
 
Throughout her career, Dr. Killins Stewart has been committed to supporting families, both children and 
adults, through the use of workforce, housing, health, and education strategies. Her efforts seek to 
increase access for families and communities to high-quality formal and informal opportunities in 
health, early learning, and family wellbeing. 
 
Dr. Killins Stewart holds a nursing degree from the University of Pittsburgh, a Masters of Administrative 
Science from Johns Hopkins University, and a Doctorate in Counseling Psychology from the University of 

Sarasota. 
 
 
Jonathan Webb, MBA, MPH 
Mr. Webb is the current CEO of the Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs (AMCHP). Mr. 
Webb has spent more than 15 years in the public health space promoting community health outcomes; 
addressing the social determinants of health; and tackling a number of epidemics including childhood 
obesity, diabetes, and CVD. Jonathan's professional experience includes work for two local health 
departments including work within the Office of Epidemiology of the City of Chicago and leading the 
Community Health Division of the City of Evanston. Additionally, Mr. Webb has spent more than nine 
years in the nonprofit space leading strategy; building meaningful partnerships; fundraising; and 
implementing programming for organizations such as the McGaw YMCA, Feed the Children, and the 
American Osteopathic Association. 
 
He served as the vice president of corporate alliances, grants and social enterprise for the American 
Diabetes Association, where he set the strategy for corporate relationships, led a team that developed 
strategic partnerships, and advanced the mission of the organization through grant and corporate 
funding. With the current fundraising climate keenly focused on strategic philanthropy, Mr. Webb has 
been working on effective collaboration and identifying those mutually beneficial partnerships that drive 
the mission of the organization forward. 
 
A few of his most notable professional accomplishments include development of an award-winning 
program in Evanston, Women Out Walking; working on a small team responsible for bringing Evanston 
its first Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC); leading the McGaw YMCA's Pioneering Healthier 
Communities Initiative; testifying on behalf of Feed the Children to Congress' House Agriculture 
Committee in 2015 on social innovation and the role of public/private partnerships; and building large-
scale partnerships at the American Diabetes Association. 
 
Mr. Webb, a native of Philadelphia, Pa., holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Virginia Union 
University, a master's in public health from George Washington University, and an M.B.A. from the 
University of Notre Dame. He lives in Virginia with his wife and two children. 


