
How can shared use of hospital facilities  
improve health in the community? 

Opening existing recreational facilities to more people means greater 
opportunity for physical activity. Hospitals can play a role by 

allowing community access to resources such as walking paths or 
indoor walking spaces, multi-purpose rooms for fitness or health 

education classes, fitness centers, healing gardens and space for 
community gardens or farmer’s markets.

What are shared use agreements? 
Shared use agreements–also called “open use” or 

“community use” agreements–are a way for government 
entities or private, nonprofit organizations to expand 
the access and use of their recreational facilities to the 

broader community.

What does a shared use agreement look like?
Shared use can take place on a formal basis (based 
on a written, legal document) or on an informal 

basis (based on historical practice). A shared use 
agreement is a formal agreement between two 

separate entities that outlines the terms and 
conditions for the shared use of the property. 

It usually details who will be responsible for 
costs, security, supervision, maintenance, 

repairs and potential liability. 

ADVANTAGES OF SHARED USE AGREEMENTS FOR HOSPITALS

• �Strengthens�the�hospital’s�role�as�a�partner�in�overall�community�health� 
and�well-being
• �Contributes�to�the�improved�health�of�neighborhood�and�community�residents
• �Helps�people�with�disabilities�who�visit�the�hospital�become�more� 
physically�active.
• �Helps�build�strong�neighborhood�and�community�relationships

Who is usually involved? 
Shared use agreements usually include various 
combinations of the following parties: a local health 
department, a hospital, a local government, a school 
district, a church or other religious institution, and a 
community organization such as a YMCA.  
Examples include:

• A community organization hosting free exercise  
or dance classes in a hospital, school or church 

• A hospital installing a public walking trail  
on its campus

• A schoolyard open for use outside of school  
hours for sport teams or free play

• Play Streets–closing a neighborhood street  
to traffic so that kids (and adults) can have  
more space for play and physical activity

• An agreement between a city and a utility district 
to allow a community group to plant a garden on 
their land 

• Extending park hours for programming  
in the evening

• A shopping mall opens its doors early for walkers 
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How can shared use of my company’s recreational 
facilities improve health in my community? 

Opening existing recreational facilities to more people means easier 
access to physical activity. This is particularly important in low 

income neighborhoods and communities of color. Studies have 
found that these communities are less likely to have access to 

recreational facilities and more likely to experience high rates 
of obesity and related health problems.

What are shared use agreements? 
Shared use agreements–also called “open use” 

or “community use” agreements–are a way for 
organizations (private, public and non-profit) to open or 
broaden the access and use of their outdoor and indoor 

space to the wider community for recreation.

What does a shared use agreement  
look like?

Whether formal (based on a written, legal 
document) or informal (based on historical 

practice), a shared use agreement exists 
between two separate entities to lay out 
the terms and conditions for shared use 

of the property. It usually details who 
will be responsible for costs, security, 

supervision, maintenance, repairs and 
potential liability.

Who is usually involved? 
Shared use agreements usually include various 
combinations of the following parties: a business, a local 
government, a school district, a local health department, 
a hospital, a church or other religious institution, and a 
community organization such as a YMCA.  
Examples include:

• A business that opens its campus or parking lot for a 
bike rodeo or farmer’s market

• A business or hospital installing a public walking trail 
on its campus

• A shopping mall opens its doors early for walkers, 
especially in very hot or cold weather

• A schoolyard open for use outside of school hours for 
sport teams or free play

• Play Streets—closing a neighborhood street to traffic 
so that kids (and adults) can have more space for play 
and physical activity

• A community organization hosting free exercise or 
dance classes in a school or church

• An agreement between a city and a utility district to 
allow a community group to plant a garden on their land 

• Extending park hours for programming in the evening

 ADVANTAGES OF SHARED USE AGREEMENTS  
FOR PRIVATE EMPLOYERS

• �Being�a�good�community�partner�is�good�business.�People�tend�to�do�business�
with�those�they�know.�It�also�gives�you�a�chance�to�meet�and�learn�about�potential�
business�development.
• �Increases�the�health�and�productivity�of�employees
• �Reduces�crime�and�vandalism�by�activating�spaces
• �Contributes�to�the�improved�health�of�neighborhood�and�community�residents
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How can shared use of faith based facilities  
improve health in my congregation’s community? 

Places of worship often become a community hub for both its 
congregation and the surrounding neighborhoods. Shared use of a faith 
based organization’s facilities is a natural part of this process that can 

have a positive impact on residents’ health by allowing neighboring 
communities to use outdoor and indoor facilities, inviting the 
community to join in health-promoting activities (exercise 

classes, walking programs, and cooking classes), welcoming the 
community to be part of a garden program, and even building new 
facilities or starting new programs for the broader community.

What are shared use agreements? 
Shared use agreements–also called “open use” or 

“community use” agreements–are a way for many types 
of organizations, including faith based, to open or expand 
the access and use of their facilities to the broader 

community.

What does a shared use agreement look like?
Whether formal (based on a written, legal document) 

or informal (based on historical practice),  
a shared use agreement exists between two 
separate entities to lay out the terms and 

conditions for shared use of the property. It 
usually details who will be responsible for costs, 
security, supervision, maintenance, repairs and 

potential liability.

Who is usually involved? 
Shared use agreements usually include various 
combinations of the following parties: a church or 
other religious institution, a local government, a 
school district, a local health department, a hospital, 
and a community organization such as a YMCA.  
Examples include:

•	A community organization hosting  
free exercise or dance classes in a church  
or school

•	An agreement with a religious institution,  
city or utility district to allow a community 
group to plant a garden on their land

•	A hospital installing a public walking trail  
on its campus

•	A schoolyard open for use outside of school 
hours for sport teams or free play

•	A shopping mall opens its doors early  
for walkers 

•	Play Streets–closing a neighborhood street  
to	traffic	so	that	kids	(and	adults)	can	have	
more space for play and physical activity

•	Extending park hours for programming  
in the evening

 ADVANTAGES OF SHARED USE AGREEMENTS  
FOR FAITH BASED ORGANIZATIONS

• �Supports�a�connection�between�physical,�mental�and�spiritual�well-being
• �Complements�other�community�health�related�activities�such�as�food�pantries,� 
meal�provision�and�after�school�programs
• �Provides�a�cost-effective�way�to�increase�the�physical�activity�of�both�congregants�
and�community�members
• �Usage�fees�can�be�used�to�implement�church�programs�or�cover�building�
maintenance�costs
• �Strengthens�neighborhood�and�community�ties
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ADVANTAGES OF SHARED USE AGREEMENTS FOR SCHOOLS

• �Build�more�partnerships�with�school�families�and�the�broader�community
• �Help�meet�the�health�and�recreation�needs�of�the�community
• �Improve�students’�academic�performance�and�classroom�behavior
• �Decreases�opportunities�for�crime�and�vandalism�on�school�property
• �May�provide�potential�cost-sharing�benefits
• �Ohio�law�offers�strong�liability�protection�for�schools�allowing�community�
use�of�school�property

How can shared use of school facilities  
improve health in a community? 

Opening existing recreational facilities to more people means easier 
access to physical activity. Studies have found that low income 

neighborhoods and communities of color are less likely to have 
access to recreational facilities and more likely to have high rates 

of obesity and obesity-related health problems.

What are shared use agreements? 
Shared use agreements–also called “open use” or 

“community use” agreements–are a way for government 
entities or private, nonprofit organizations to expand 
the access and use of their recreational facilities to the 

broader community. 

What does a shared use agreement  
look like?

Whether formal (based on a written, legal 
document) or informal (based on historical 

practice), a shared use agreement exists between 
two separate entities to lay out the terms and 

conditions for shared use of the property. It 
usually details who will be responsible for 

costs, security, supervision, maintenance, 
repairs and potential liability.

Who is usually involved? 
Shared use agreements usually include various 
combinations of the following parties: a school district, 
a local government, a local health department, a 
hospital, a church or other religious institution, and a 
community organization such as a YMCA.  
Examples include:

• A schoolyard open for use outside of school hours 
for sport teams or free play

• An agreement between a city and a utility district 
to allow a community group to plant a garden on 
their land 

• A hospital installing a public walking trail  
on its campus

• Play Streets–closing a neighborhood street  
to traffic so that kids (and adults) can have  
more space for play and physical activity

• A community organization hosting free exercise  
or dance classes in a school or church 

• Extending park hours for programming  
in the evening

• A shopping mall opens its doors early for walkers
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