
1

At the heart of many communities across Ohio, you can 

 

When beginning a revitalization process, a good 
place to start is to understand your community 
and their needs: 

 What does your community want?
 What do you want visitors to know?
 What is your community’s history and heritage?
 What are the demographics of your community?
 How do people feel about community spaces?1

Why invest in the revitalization of main 
streets in small towns?
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3  

1 Van Duyne, W. (2019). "Rebuilding Main Street in Rural America: How to Engage Support, Find Funding and Build a Stronger Community." Main Street America. 
https://www.mainstreet.org/blogs/national-main-street-center/2019/10/16/rebuilding-main-street-in-rural-america-how-to-eng 
2 State of Ohio (2023). State of Ohio Populations Projection Report 2023.  
3 Capitol Region Council of Governments (2002). "Main Street Revitalization: Fact Sheet."  https://crcog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Ch07_FactSheet_Main-
Street.pdf 
4 Simon, Ruth (2020). "America’s Main Street Revival Goes Into Reverse, Cutting a Small-Town Lifeline." The Wall Street Journal. https://www.wsj.com/articles/ameri-
cas-main-street-revival-goes-into-reverse-cutting-a-small-town-lifeline-11601833783
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What can a revitalized main street look 
like? 

Active transportation infrastructure. 

https://development.ohio.gov/about-us/research
https://crcog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Ch07_FactSheet_MainStreet.pdf
https://crcog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Ch07_FactSheet_MainStreet.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-main-street-revival-goes-into-reverse-cutting-a-small-town-lifeline-11601833783
https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-main-street-revival-goes-into-reverse-cutting-a-small-town-lifeline-11601833783
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Public art and placemaking. 

Landscaping and Lighting. 

Public Spaces. 

5 Karras, J (2014). "The 5 Features of Great Public Spaces." Urban Scale. https://ur-
banscale.com/blog/5-features-great-public-spaces/

https://urbanscale.com/blog/5-features-great-public-spaces/
https://urbanscale.com/blog/5-features-great-public-spaces/
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How does active transportation like 
walking and biking support economic 
development and revitalization?
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What kind of land use approaches can 
support revitalization?

." Public Square. 
ts-walk-

able-places   
7 Badger, E. (2012). " Cyclists and Pedestrians Can End Up Spending More Each 
Month Than Driver." CityLab Transportation.  https://www.bloomberg.com/
news/articles/2012-12-05/cyclists-and-pedestrians-can-end-up-spending-more-
each-month-than-drivers 
8 Cumberland Area Economic Development Corporation (2022). "How Small 
Businesses Impact Their Communities." https://cumberlandbusiness.com/news/
how-small-businesses-impact-their-communities/ 

." Site Selection 

10 National Association of Realtors. National Community and Transpor-
tation Preferences Survey. 
documents/2023-community-and-transportation-preferences-sur-
vey-slides-06-20-2023.pdf 

Retro ." https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/The-
Multiple-Bene ts-A-toolkit-for-cities

Mixed-use development
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A zoning overlay 

https://siteselection.com/trustbelt/the-7-habits-of-highly-e�ective
small-towns.cfm

https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2021/08/18/ten-economic-benefits-walkable-places
https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2021/08/18/ten-economic-benefits-walkable-places
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2012-12-05/cyclists-and-pedestrians-can-end-up-spending-more-each-month-than-drivers
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2012-12-05/cyclists-and-pedestrians-can-end-up-spending-more-each-month-than-drivers
https://cumberlandbusiness.com/news/how-small-businesses-impact-their-communities/
https://cumberlandbusiness.com/news/how-small-businesses-impact-their-communities/
https://siteselection.com/trustbelt/the-7-habits-of-highly-effective-small-towns.cfm
https://siteselection.com/trustbelt/the-7-habits-of-highly-effective-small-towns.cfm
https://cdn.nar.realtor//sites/default/files/documents/2023-community-and-transportation-preferences-survey-slides-06-20-2023.pdf
https://cdn.nar.realtor//sites/default/files/documents/2023-community-and-transportation-preferences-survey-slides-06-20-2023.pdf
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/The-Multiple-Benefits-of-Deep-Retrofits-A-toolkit-for-cities?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/The-Multiple-Benefits-of-Deep-Retrofits-A-toolkit-for-cities?language=en_US
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/creating-healthy-communities/Active-Living
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/creating-healthy-communities/Active-Living
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Revitalization Examples

Main Street Vermilion

Main Street Portsmouth

Separated Bike Lane
In Xenia

https://www.mainstreetvermilion.org/
https://www.mspohio.org/
https://cityofxenia.org/
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What funding opportunities are available for main street revitalization?

T-Mobile Hometown Grant

AARP Community Challenge - 

America Walks Community Change Grant - 

National Association of Realtors Placemaking Grant -

Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI)
Grant - 

Our Town - 

Where can I learn more?
Heritage Ohio

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Smart
Growth in Small Towns and Rural Communities.

Smart Growth America – (Re)Building Downtown
A Guidebook for Revitalization. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture National Agricultural
Library – Downtown Revitalization. 

The Rural Blog - How can small cities succeed at 
revitalization? Here are ideas from a study of three 
communities.

https://www.t-mobile.com/brand/hometown-grants
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/
https://americawalks.org/programs/community-change-grants/
https://www.heritageohio.org/ohio-main-street-program/
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-small-towns-and-rural-communities
https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/placemaking
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
https://www.arts.gov/grants/our-town/program-description
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://smartgrowthamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/rebuilding-downtown-1.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://smartgrowthamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/rebuilding-downtown-1.pdf
https://hoptownchronicle.org/how-can-small-cities-succeed-at-revitalization-here-are-ideas-from-a-study-of-three-communities/
https://hoptownchronicle.org/how-can-small-cities-succeed-at-revitalization-here-are-ideas-from-a-study-of-three-communities/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/rural-development-communities/downtown-revitalization
https://www.nal.usda.gov/rural-development-communities/downtown-revitalization
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/rebuilding-downtown-1.pdf
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/rebuilding-downtown-1.pdf
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