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The social determinants of health
(SDOH) are defined as the conditions in
which people are born, grow, work, live,
and age, and the wider set of forces
and systems that shape these
conditions of daily life (1). The SDOH
calls us to look beyond the individual
and assess the environments that
surround them to better understand
and improve their health.

Infant mortality is at which
babies die within life.
Black infants are
to die in
life compared White

the rate
their first year of
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year of
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2.8 times
Ohio during their first

infants (2).

Disparities in social determinants of
health account for much of the racial
and ethnic disparities in infant mortality
(3-7). Researchers have linked infant
mortality and poor birth outcomes to
maternal education, maternal
experiences of stress and discrimination,
living in poverty, lack of access to
healthy foods, lack of stable housing,
and lack of access to prenatal/medical
care.

counties, and two others, are the focus for
this Eliminating Disparities Task Force. The
counties include Allen, Butler, Cuyahoga,
Franklin, Hamilton, Loraine, Lucas,

Ohio counties; a disproportionate number
of these mothers were Black. These nine

Mahoning, Montgomery, Stark, and
Summit counties.

Two-thirds of mothers who experienced
an infant death in 2019 lived in one of nine

This document contains of the
social determinants of each
of the counties.
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Health Opportunity Index (HOI) is a tool to understand the
impact of social determinants of health on health outcomes
(8). HOI scores are calculated for each census tract using 13
indices: affordability, income inequality, Townsend
Deprivation, job participation, employment access,
education, population churning, population-weighted
density, segregation, food accessibility, walkability, access
to care, and environmental quality index.
(More information about the HOI indices can be found in
the Appendix.)
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A brief explanation of the indices used to developed the Health Opportunity Index
are provided in the table below.
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