A Provider-Based Approach to a patient with criteria for possible Harmful Algal Bloom Exposure

State Public Health Assessment Process

[Definition __|Criteria for Harm 1 Algal Bloom Diagnosis

Unexplained symptoms
e Nausea
e Vomiting

v

Test for suggestion of
HAB ingestion: liver
function, BUN/

—Normal-p|

No disease, mild disease
or alternative diagnosis

Creatinine

Abnormal

l

Rule out alternative

Supportive treatment

e Diarrhea Professional | \1ernative
e  Headache Hunas HAB- Signs/ |Public beakh[Medicl | gignoses [Observationalor  |Laboratory based Clisica
e Dizziness sociated Case |Fyposure! |Synptoms |assessment |Diasmosis | excluded lenvircamentaldata |HABdata  |Data |
e Rash 1. Suspect Requzed [Required |Required
I
Consider HAB exposurevin differential diagnosis > Prebable wed |Recui Reui el
Ask about recent oth ; « )
i q : L : ; i e e -

recreational water e 3.Probable  |Required [Raquired |Required Requind
BT ke, river Name/location of water

p. i ’ i ’ source 4. Confirmed md le mm mwhml *- *~ quund
swimming, boating, How long were they exposed

o w X
etc.). - rowiong Ve 5.Confirmed [Requind [Requied [Requind | Requime | Requiee Requred
o to the water source?
Also ask about timing/
duration. etc. of Scum or foam present? Motes:
exposure, ' Sick or dead animals *Ezposure (Le. phyzical contact inhalation ingestion) to water, algae, or seafoed, dietary supplements
' noticed? * Selfreportad signs/symptoms after exposure

* State public health assessment is defined as the action of compiling all data available and deciding
that the illness in question is likely HAB-related

* Professional medical diagnosis being provided by a medical professional based on medical assessment
* Observation of scum, algae, water color change, sheen,

photographic evidence, satellite data or environmental data

(e.g., pH, chlorophydl, nuirient levels)
¥ Laboratory detection of cyanobacteria or other potentially toxin-producing algas
! Laboratory documentation of cyanobacteria, other potentially

toxin-producing algas, or algal'cvancbacterial toxins in a clinical specimen

diagnoses Elne shaded cells you must have at laast one of the eriteria
described in the shaded cell.
+i-: indicates that this criteria is optional and while it strengthens
A the case, butit does not change case classification
Suspect Harmful Algal (e.g., suzpect to probable, probable to confirmed).
Bloom Case
A

Contact Your Local
Health District
Epidemiologist

A

Supportive treatment

Ohio

Radiation Protection
Department of Health 614-466-1390

ODH Harmful Algal Bloom Webpage
ODH Beachguard Website

Bureau of Environmental Health and


https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/HABs/Physician%20Information.aspx
https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/HABs/lhddirectory.aspx
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/beachguardpublic/
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