
Unexplained symptoms
 Nausea
 Vomiting
 Diarrhea
 Headache
 Dizziness
 Rash

Ask about recent 
recreational water 
exposure (lake, river, 
swimming, boating, 
etc.).
Also ask about timing/
duration, etc. of 
exposure.

Consider HAB exposure in differential diagnosis 

Test for suggestion of 
HAB ingestion: liver 
function, BUN/
Creatinine

No disease, mild disease 
or alternative diagnosis

Normal

Supportive treatmentRule out alternative 
diagnoses

Abnormal

Suspect Harmful Algal 
Bloom Case

Contact Your Local 
Health District 
Epidemiologist

A Provider-Based Approach to a patient with criteria for possible Harmful Algal Bloom Exposure

Supportive treatment

Other questions to ask:
Name/location of water 
source
How long were they exposed 
to the water source?
Scum or foam present?
Sick or dead animals 
noticed?

Bureau of Environmental Health and 
Radiation Protection
614-466-1390

ODH Harmful Algal Bloom Webpage

State Public Health Assessment Process 

ODH Beachguard Website

https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/HABs/Physician%20Information.aspx
https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/HABs/lhddirectory.aspx
http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/beachguardpublic/
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