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Introduction

Since 2017, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) has been developing a 
program to help child care center operator applicants make safer siting 
decisions with regard to environmental hazards and toxic chemicals. ODH 
has coordinated with ODJFS, ODE, and OEPA to develop this program.

The purpose of this training is to 

assist licensing specialists in knowing

how they can participate in ensuring 

that child care staff and patrons are 

protected from health hazards. 
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BACKGROUND



Health Assessment Section

ATSDR’s Partnership to Promote Local Efforts to Reduce Environmental 
Exposure (APPLETREE) cooperative agreement program 

Mission: “…to evaluate environmental hazards from waste sites, industrial 
spills, and other sources, and to prevent negative human health effects
from exposure to environmental hazards.” 



Toxins and Children: Did You Know?

Children are more likely to be exposed to 
many hazardous substances than adults

Children are more at risk of having health 
problems from exposure to environmental 
hazards than adults

Few/no regulations protect early care and 
education centers from being built on 
contaminated sites

?



What is Exposure?

A chemical in the environment enters a person’s body through:

Inhalation

Ingestion

Dermal

Whether a person gets sick from chemical exposure depends on:

Dose (How much)

Duration (How long)

Frequency (How often)

Individual factors (age, health, lifestyle)



Common Toxins in Ohio



Case Study: Laugh and Learn

Background: Former gas station renovated, 
but petroleum-contaminated soil left behind

Issues: Chemical vapors associated with 
crude oil, including benzene, in the indoor air

Lesson Learned: With better awareness 
when choosing their location, the operator 
might have chosen a safer site for their 
business and avoided exposure to harmful 
chemicals.



OCSP PROGRAM DESIGN



Ohio Choose Safe Places

Ohio Choose Safe Places (OCSP) is an education-based, non-regulatory
program which aims to help potential operators of early care and education 
programs make safer choices about where to site their facilities early on in 
the process of getting established and licensed. 
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Four Key Elements

1. Former Site Use

2. Neighboring Industries

3. Naturally-Occurring 
Contamination

4. Drinking Water



Timeline

2017 – Phase 1

Forming 
Partnerships

2018 – Phase 2

Program 
Planning

2019 – Phase 3

Pilot Program

2020 (and 
on) –

Phase 4

Continual 
Program



OCSP Pilot Program Design

• Focus Population: All child care centers (CCCs) in Ohio that are either 
first-time applicants, re-applying as part of a change of ownership, and/or 
re-applying as part of a change of location 

• Duration:  April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020



KEY

ODJFS process

OCSP program

Next step

Linked 

processes

Interested potential applicant 

is directed to the ODJFS 

informational webpage and 

reviews introductory materials

OCSP materials are made 

available through the ODJFS 

informational webpage

Potential operator applicant 

completes the pre-licensing 

orientation training

Operator applicant creates 

OCLQS account and submits 

application, including environ-

mental questions

Potential applicant 

indicates a known 

hazard; ODH will work 

with ODJFS and other 

agencies as needed to 

determine if further 

action needed

Potential applicant 

does not indicate a 

known hazard

Applicant is assigned a 

licensing specialist who 

performs an announced site 

assessment; any detected 

issues are resolved by the 

applicant ASAP

ODH works with ODJFS, 

applicant, and other agencies if 

any new environmental 

hazards are discovered to 

determine if further action 

needed4

OR

12-month probational period; 

licensing specialist performs 2 

– 3 unannounced site 

assessments; any detected 

issues are resolved by the 

applicant ASAP

There are no egregious issues 

observed and the probational 

license is amended to a 

continuous license

There are egregious issues 

observed and the license is 

revoked through a hearing 

process

OR



OCSP Resources

1. OCSP Factsheet

2. ODH Environmental Hazard Questionnaire

3. Licensing Specialist Awareness Training

4. Environmental Resources Guide

5. Contact Directory

OCSP Webpage

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/health-assessment-section/ohio-choose-safe-places/


OCSP Webpage



OCSP Webpage



OCSP Environmental Questionnaire



LICENSING SPECIALIST ROLE



Licensing Specialists Should…

• Be aware of the OCSP program and anticipate that you may get some 
questions.

• Know who to contact when certain questions come up, or where to 
direct applicant operators with questions.

• Report anything you think may be hazardous based on the four key 
elements of the OCSP program, like seeing a nearby industry that you 
think may pose a problem or noticing peeling paint.



Licensing Specialists Should NOT…

• Feel like they have to be the expert on environmental hazards, or that 
they have to determine for the operator applicant whether something is 
or is not a hazard.



You May Be Wondering…

“There is a new child care center in my case load right now that’s being 
located next door to a dry cleaner (or nail salon, automotive shop, etc). What 
should I do? Is it unsafe for the center to operate here?”
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“There is a new child care center in my case load right now that’s being 
located next door to a dry cleaner (or nail salon, automotive shop, etc). What 
should I do? Is it unsafe for the center to operate here?”

There is no need to make any changes to your current inspection processes. 
If you have concerns about the siting of a child care center, please reach 
out to your supervisor. 

OCSP materials will be available online for operator applicants beginning in 
April 2019.
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“How can I know if a child care center is located above an underground 
storage tank, if it has radon, if it has lead water service lines, or if it has any 
other invisible environmental issue?”



You May Be Wondering…

“How can I know if a child care center is located above an underground 
storage tank, if it has radon, if it has lead water service lines, or if it has any 
other invisible environmental issue?”

Licensing specialists can’t know about issues they can’t see.

The responsibility of safe siting falls primarily on the child care center 
operator applicant.



Contact Information 

Ohio Department of Health

Health Assessment Section

(614) 728-9452

BEH@odh.ohio.gov

https://odh.ohio.gov/has

https://odh.ohio.gov/has


Abbreviation Key

ATSDR - Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

CCC - Child care center

CSPECE - Choose Safe Places for Early Care and Education

HAS - Health Assessment Section

OCSP - Ohio Choose Safe Places

ODH - Ohio Department of Health

ODJFS - Ohio Department of Job and Family Services

OEPA - Ohio Environmental Protection Agency


