
Guidelines for Oral Health
Screening in Ohio’s Schools

The guidelines and pocket guide are designed for use by school nurses. 
The guidelines include information on:

• Steps to organize a screening.

• Infection control considerations.
• Screening set-up, procedures and technique.
• How to prioritize oral screening observations for follow-up care.
• Sample forms (consent, screening summary and parent follow-up letter).

The pocket guide’s color photographs are useful in identifying oral health problems and prioritizing the need 
for dental care. 

Available, at no cost to Ohio’s school nurses; one copy per school nurse, please. 
Please type or print clearly. 

Tina Fulks, RDH, BA
Ohio Department of Health
Oral Health Program, 4th Floor
246 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43215
Tina.Fulks@odh.ohio.gov

The guidelines provide practical guidance to school nurses 
who choose to conduct school-based oral health screening 
(optional in Ohio). 

Consideration should be given to the availability of school 
and community dental resources for student referral, as 
the screening has value only if resources are available to 
refer families for needed care.
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