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To:   CCHD Coordinators and Stakeholders: 

 

From: Naomi Halverson 

 CCHD Coordinator, Ohio Department of Health  

 

Re: Critical Congenital Heart Disease  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It is my pleasure to share the most recent Critical Congenital Heart Disease (CCHD) Report with 

you.  This report provides an overview of our progress in collecting CCHD screening information for 2017.   

 

Without the complete and consistent documentation provided by our partners in birth hospitals, 

freestanding birthing centers, and children’s hospitals throughout Ohio this report would not have been 

possible.  My thanks to all of you!     

 

 For the calendar year 2017, 124,695 infants (about 94% of all infants born to Ohio residents), were 

screened prior to discharge.  Only 506 of the screened infants (0.4%) did not pass their CCHD screening. 

 

 There were 7,589 infants born to Ohio residents who were not screened.  Birth hospitals and birthing 

centers provided a reason for not screening 6,921 infants.  On average, there were about 167 infants each 

quarter that did not have either screening results or a reason for not being screened reported.   

 

Of the infants that were not screened, hospitals and birthing centers reported about 67% of them 

were transferred to another facility, 15% were transferred to a NICU, and about 5% were reported as 

deceased.  The remaining 13% were not screened primarily because of parent objection, early discharge, and 

known CCHD.  

 

 Children’s hospitals provided screening results for 5,241 infants transferred to them.  About 75% of 

these infants passed a screening, 20% had echocardiograms, and of the remaining 5%, about 1.5% had a 

known diagnosis, 2 percent expired, and 1.5 percent were discharged on oxygen or transferred again.  

 

 There were 166 known prenatal diagnoses of CCHD, 13 unknown CCHDs identified at birth or 

shortly thereafter, and 388 abnormal echocardiograms which included reports of minor to serious congenital 

defects for a total of .004%.  Nationally the prevalence of CHD is estimated at 1%.   

 

My thanks to all of you for reporting on the specific outcomes of the echocardiograms when possible 

and whether the family was referred for outpatient services.  Your input helps identify gaps in our data.   

 

A special “Thank you!” to everyone for their efforts to ensure CCHD screening is completed and 

reported to ODH.  Please share this report with your colleagues.  It is also available on the ODH web page 

https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/cmh/cwmh/CCHD/Critical%20Congenital%20Heart%20Disease.as

px.  Together we can make a difference in ensuring all of Ohio’s babies have a heart healthy start in life. 
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