
 

 

 
 
                                     246 North High Street                           614 I 466-3543 
                                     Columbus, Ohio 43215  U.S.A.            www.odh.ohio.gov 
 
                                          The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of ADA Services. 

 

May 4, 2023 
 
Dear Superintendent, 
 
The National Association of School Nurses has designated Wednesday, May 10, 2023, as National School 
Nurse Day. Since 1972, National School Nurse Day has been set aside to recognize school nurses and to foster 
a better understanding of the role of school nurses in the educational setting. School Nurse Day is celebrated 
on the Wednesday within National Nurses Week.  
 
School nurses are valuable members of the school team. They provide care for the whole child, including 
mental, physical, and behavioral health. They serve as members or leaders of school emergency response 
teams, and provide valuable training to keep students, staff, families, and visitors safe in the school and at 
school-related events. I encourage you to recognize the important work that school nurses in your district do to 
meet the needs of students, reduce absenteeism, and address non-academic barriers to student success. Their 
work helps reach the vision for each child to be challenged, prepared, and empowered as they progress through 
school and into adulthood. 
 
We at ODH are grateful for the school health leadership that school nurses provide each and every day. Please 
join us in recognizing these exceptional individuals and let them know the importance of their work to 
students, staff, school, and the community. You may find some resources to help you do this at      
https://www.nasn.org/advocacy/school-nurse-day. 
 

The ODH School Nursing program provides continuing education opportunities to support the ongoing 
professional development of nurses. In addition to the annual Orientation for Nurses New to Ohio Schools, 
three Regional School Nurse Conferences, and online, independent study courses, ODH staff provide technical 
assistance by phone or email. In addition, ODH has hired Regional School Nurse Consultants to provide even 
more support in your area.   
 
ODH will host a conference on June 14, 2023 in Dublin, Ohio, on the topic of School Safety. Please 
encourage your nurses to take advantage of these professional development offerings and other resources 
found at https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/school-nursing-program/welcome-to. 
 

In closing, thank you for taking time out on May 10 to join people around the nation to recognize the 
profession of school nursing and the individuals who provide health care services in Ohio schools every day. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bruce Vanderhoff, MD, MBA 
Director of Health 
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