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About the National Center for Fatality Review 
and Prevention

• The National Center for Fatality Review and 
Prevention (NCFRP) is a resource and data center 
that supports child death review (CDR) and fetal and 
infant mortality review (FIMR) programs around the 
country. 

• It is funded in part by Cooperative Agreement 
Numbers UG7MC28482 and UG7MC31831 from the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB).



Housekeeping

• Webinar is being recorded

– available 1-2 weeks 

– Copy of slides will be available after the webinar

• Polling

– anonymous

• Questions/discussion

– All audience members are muted 

– Use raise hand to be un-muted and ask a question

– Type question into the question box



Presentation Outline

• Icebreaker poll

• Data Quality Initiative 

• Scenarios

• Review of definitions/examples for challenging 
sections



Icebreaker Poll

What is your experience using the Case Reporting 
System (CRS)?

A. What is the CRS?

B. Still learning

C. I can hold my own

D. I’m a pro!



Why are we collecting these data?

Purpose:

• Provide CDR teams with simple way to systematically 
collect comprehensive information on every death 
reviewed

• Enable local/state CDR teams to easily analyze and 
report findings

• Enable child health and safety advocates access to 
aggregate data to inform prevention policy and 
practice



What do we do with these data?



Data Projects

• 15 peer reviewed 
papers published 
using CRS data

• De-identified data 
available to 
researchers for 
analysis



Policy and Prevention



NFR-CRS by the numbers…

45 states using 
the System

Over 2,200 
authorized users

Over 1,300 CDR 
teams have 
recorded a 

death in the 
System

More than 
223,900 deaths 
have been 
entered
• 99% deaths

• 53% infants

• 84% cases from 2005-
2018 (~13,600/yr)

• 59% males

• 49% natural deaths; 
24% accidents; 5% 
suicides



Case Reporting System: Persistent problem 
areas

• Missing data 

• Inconsistent data

• Timeliness of data entry

• Overuse of the “Other” specify field

• Entering identifying information into text fields (e.g., 
Narrative section)

• Understanding Poor/Absent Supervision, Abuse, 
Neglect, Exposure to Hazards



Data Quality Initiative

Goal:

Improve the quality and consistency of the data 
entered in the CRS to improve usefulness of the data at 
the state and national level for identifying prevention 
strategies and monitoring the effectiveness of 
prevention measures that have been implemented. 









Scenarios



Scenario 1

A 3-year old boy playing with 4 other children during a 
picnic/family reunion at a lakeside park. The boy 
wanders down to the lake unnoticed, falls off a dock 
and drowns. Parents were approximately 20 feet away, 
drinking with other family members; parents were not 
noticeably intoxicated when police arrive. No blood 
alcohol test was conducted.



Scenario 1: 3-year old drowns in lake

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



Scenario 1: 3-year old drowns in lake

D16. At the time of incident was supervisor impaired?

A. Yes

B. No

C. Unknown
If yes, check all that apply
❑ Drug impaired

❑ Alcohol impaired

❑ Distracted

❑ Absent

❑ Impaired by illness/disability

❑ Other



Guidance on Supervision



Section D. Supervisor Information

Supervision defined 

• The action or process of watching and directing 

what someone does. 

• With respect to supervision of a child, 

supervision can be measured by:
– the proximity of the supervisor to the child, and 

– the attention (visual and auditory) to the child. 



D1. Did child have supervision at time of 
incident leading to death? 

Indicate whether a person was responsible for 
supervising the child at the time of incident. 
• Children less than 6 years of age require constant or close 

supervision most of the time. 
• For children of any age, if the supervising adult cannot see or 

hear the child, the child not supervised. 
• Infants should always be supervised.
• If the adult is close enough to see or hear the child, but was 

attending to other tasks (e.g., talking on the phone, making 
dinner,) consider the child supervised, but document that the 
supervisor was impaired in D16 (check D16 = yes; and check 
“distracted”)



Scenario 1: 3-year old drowns in Lake

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



Scenario 1: 3-year old drowns in lake

D16. At the time of incident was supervisor impaired?

A. Yes

B. No

C. Unknown
If yes, check all that apply
❑ Drug impaired

❑ Alcohol impaired

❑ Distracted

❑ Absent

❑ Impaired by illness/disability

❑ Other



Scenario 2

4-month old infant put to sleep at midnight in a 
double bed with mother and 2 toddlers. Infant is 
found by mom at 5am unresponsive, under 
toddler’s chest. 



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with 
mom and siblings

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



D1. Did child have supervision at time of 
incident leading to death? 

Supervision during sleep:
1) If …

a) the child was asleep at time of incident and 

b) the supervisor was also asleep, and 

c) the incident occurred during the night (when you 
expect families to be sleeping), 

The child is “supervised.” 



D1. Did child have supervision at time of 
incident leading to death? 

Supervision during sleep:
2) If …

a) the supervisor is sleeping during the day/evening  
when they should be supervising the child,  

b) no alternative supervisor is assigned, and 

c) the child is awake, 

The child is not supervised

Check no in D1 and document supervisor 
sleep status in D15.



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with 
mom and siblings

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



Scenario 2, continued

4-month old infant put to sleep at midnight in a double 
bed with mother and 2 toddlers. Infant is found by 
mom at 5am unresponsive, under toddler’s chest. 



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

Section I5. Child abuse, neglect, poor/absent 
supervision, exposure to hazards

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

If yes/probable, choose primary reason:

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards



Guidance on Child Abuse, Neglect, 
Poor/Absent Supervision, Exposure to 

Hazards



Section I5. Child Abuse, Neglect, Poor 
Supervision and Exposure to hazards

Section I5 should be considered for all deaths 
• Most natural deaths will not be related to child abuse, 

neglect, poor/absent supervision or exposure to hazards
• Injury deaths among young children are most likely to be 

related to child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision or 
exposure to hazards;

• Undetermined or unknown cause deaths – child abuse, 
neglect, poor supervision or exposure to hazards that cause or 
contribute to the death might be identified and when they 
are, should be documented. 



I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent 
supervision or exposure to hazards cause or 
contribute to the death?

• Indicate if any behavior on the part of a 
parent/caregiver/supervisor caused or contributed to the 
death of the child. 

• The purpose of this question is to identify whether there were 
specific human behaviors by a parent/caregiver/supervisor 
that caused or contributed to the child’s death. 

• The purpose of this section (and CDR more broadly) is to 
document circumstances and identify risk factors for use in 
developing prevention strategies, NOT to determine legal 
culpability or substantiate child maltreatment. 

• Consequently, although legal definitions for some categories 
(e.g., child abuse, neglect, negligence) may be available, they 
should not be used as criteria for completing this section.



I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent 
supervision or exposure to hazards cause or 
contribute to the death?

Examples include (but are not limited to):
• A caregiver shaking an infant so hard to cause severe head trauma and 

death.
• A caregiver that withholds lifesaving medical care or prescribed treatment.
• An unsupervised toddler falling into an open residential pool and 

drowning.
• A child left in a closed car on a hot day who dies from hyperthermia.
• A caregiver who unintentionally rolls onto an infant in an adult bed and 

the infant suffocates.
• An infant suffocates due to thick blankets in the sleep environment.



I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent 
supervision or exposure to hazards cause or 
contribute to the death? 

Guidance for completing this question:
• Check “Yes/probable” if the team determines that any 

behavior on the part of a parent/caregiver/supervisor caused 
or contributed to the child’s death; or if the team is not 
certain, but there is evidence indicating such a link (i.e., 
probable). 

• Check “No” if the team determines that no behavior on the 
part of a parent/caregiver/supervisor caused or contributed 
to the child’s death (includes suicide, fetal deaths).

• Check “Unknown” if there is not sufficient evidence for the 
team to determine whether any parent/caregiver/supervisor 
behavior caused or contributed to the death. 



I5a. If yes, choose primary reason

• Child abuse: Child abuse is any injury inflicted on a 
child by a parent/caregiver/supervisor. The parent or 
caretaker may not have intended to hurt the child 
(e.g., over discipline).

• Child neglect: A failure on the part of a 
parent/caregiver/supervisor to provide for the 
shelter, safety, supervision and nutritional needs of 
the child that results in harm to the child. 



I5a. If yes, choose primary reason

• Poor/absent supervision: Parent/caregiver/supervisor’s 
failure to supervise, provide alternative appropriate 
supervision, or engage in other behavior that causes or 
contributes to the child’s death. 
– This category is typically used the team does not feel that the 

lapse in supervision meets their criteria for child neglect. 

• Exposure to hazards: Behavior by a parent/caregiver/ 
supervisor that exposes a child to hazard(s) that may 
harm to the child, but circumstances do not meet Team’s 
criteria for child neglect. 
– This includes hazards in the sleep environment, fire/burn, 

poisoning, firearm, water/drowning, and motor vehicle hazards. 



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

Section I5. Child abuse, neglect, poor/absent 
supervision, exposure to hazards

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

If yes/probable, choose primary reason:

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

Section J. Person Responsible (other than decedent)

J1. Did a person or persons other than the child do 
something or fail to do something that caused or 
contributed to the death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

J2. What act(s)?

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards

E. Assault, not child abuse

F. Other

G. Unknown



Section J. Person Responsible (Other then 

Decedent)

• Purpose: Document information about the person or persons (up to 
2 people) that did something to cause or contribute to the child’s 
death. 

• Complete for every death where child abuse, neglect, poor or 
absent supervision or exposure to hazards caused or contributed to 
the child’s death (Section I5a checked yes/probable). 

• Complete for every death due to assault (Section G6, Injury death; 
assault, weapon, or person’s body part checked and Section H5 
completed). 

• May be applicable for other causes of death in which a person 
other than the child cause or contributed to the death (e.g., fires 
due to arson).

• Do not complete for suicide deaths.



Section J. Person Responsible (Other then 

Decedent)

J1. Did a person or persons other than the child do 
something or fail to do something that caused or 
contributed to the death?
• Check yes/probable if child abuse, neglect, poor or 

absent supervision or exposure to hazards caused or 
contributed to the child’s death (Section I5a is checked 
yes/probable)

• Check yes/probable if injury death was caused by 
assault. 

• Check no if the deceased child did something that 
caused or contributed to their own death (e.g., suicide, 
reckless driving resulting in motor vehicle crash).



Section J. Person Responsible

J2 : What act(s)?
• Indicate what the person did.
• Typically only one person will be responsible for doing or failing to 

do something that results in the child’s death.
• Check only one act that caused or contributed to the child’s death 

per person. 
• If Section I5a is marked yes/probable, then the item selected here 

should be consistent with the reason stated in I5a. That is, if child 
abuse is selected in I5a, then child abuse should be selected here as 
well. 

• For assault deaths, select assault, not child abuse. 
• For other reasons not listed (e.g., arson), select other and specify 

the act.



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

Section J. Person Responsible (other than decedent)

J1. Did a person or persons other than the child do 
something or fail to do something that caused or 
contributed to the death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 2: 4-month old in bed with mom and 
siblings

J2. What act(s)?

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards

E. Assault, not child abuse

F. Other

G. Unknown



Review

We have covered:

• Supervision (Section D)

– Definitions, examples

• Child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision, 
exposure to hazards (Section I5)

– Definitions, examples

• Person Responsible (Section J)

Let’s apply what we have learned:



Scenario 3

16-year old boy riding in car driven by his 18-year old 
cousin. Boys have been to a popular teen party spot 
and had some beers. Driver is speeding, loses control, 
crashes the car. 16-year old is unrestrained, ejected 
from the vehicle, and killed.



Scenario 3: Teens drinking/driving

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



Scenario 3: Teens drinking/driving

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 3: Teens drinking/driving

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

If yes/probable, choose primary reason:

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards



Scenario 3: Teens drinking/driving

D1. Did child have supervision at the time of incident 
leading to death?

A. Yes

B. No, not needed given developmental age or 
circumstances

C. No, but needed

D. Unable to determine



Scenario 3: Teens drinking/driving

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 4

16-year old girl intentionally hangs herself with a rope 
in her closet. Leaves suicide note indicating distress 
over breakup with boyfriend. No history of mental 
illness; child and family not known to CPS. 



Scenario 4: Suicide

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 4: Suicide

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

If yes/probable, choose primary reason:

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards



Scenario 4: Suicide

Section J. Person Responsible (other than decedent)

J1. Did a person or persons other than the child do 
something or fail to do something that caused or 
contributed to the death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 4: Suicide

L7. Could the death have been prevented?

A. Yes, probably

B. No, probably not

C. Team could not determine



Notes about suicide in Version 5

• When manner of death (G5) is marked “suicide” the 
new suicide section (I6) will be available.

• Questions cover 

– I6a. Known indicators for increased risk of suicide 

– I6b. History of past or present personal crises that may 
have contributed to despondency

• Prior to Version 5 these questions were imbedded in 
Section I, Acts of Omission/Commission



Scenario 4: Suicide

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 4: Suicide

I5a. Did child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision 
or exposure to hazards cause or contribute to the 
child’s death?

If yes/probable, choose primary reason:

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards



Scenario 4: Suicide

Section J. Person Responsible (other than decedent)

J1. Did a person or persons other than the child do 
something or fail to do something that caused or 
contributed to the death?

A. Yes/probable

B. No

C. Unknown



Scenario 4: Suicide

J2. What act(s)?

A. Child abuse

B. Child neglect

C. Poor/absent supervision

D. Exposure to hazards

E. Assault, not child abuse

F. Other

G. Unknown



Scenario 4: Suicide

L7. Could the death have been prevented?

A. Yes, probably

B. No, probably not

C. Team could not determine



Review

We have covered:

• Supervision (Section D)

• Child abuse, neglect, poor/absent supervision, 
exposure to hazards (Section I5)

• Person responsible (Section J)

QUESTIONS?



Version 5.0 Training Webinars

What’s New in Version 5.0 of the National Fatality Review Case 
Reporting System
Presented March 21, 2018
Webinar materials:
Archive of Webinar (https://vimeo.com/261476160) 
passcode “NCFRP”

Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect in Version 5.0 of the NFR-
CRS
Presented April 4, 2018
Webinar materials:
Archive of Webinar (https://vimeo.com/264255905)   
passcode “NCFRP”                                                                   

https://vimeo.com/261476160
https://vimeo.com/261476160
https://vimeo.com/264255905
https://vimeo.com/264255905


Assistance from the National Center

• Onsite or by telephone

• Training local and state staff

• Presentations at state/regional meetings

• Assistance establishing/improving state data quality 
monitoring program.

• Just contact us!



THANK YOU!

Contact us if you have questions or comments: 
info@ncfrp.org

mailto:info@ncfrp.org

