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At-a-Glance

Access to Dental Care

Many Ohioans who cannot access dental care in the private sector rely on community dental programs known as the Dental
Care Safety Net. The Ohio Department of Health Oral Health Program (OHP) serves as a resource to these programs by offering
programs through local health departments, and public and non-profit partners.

Safety Net Dental Care Programs

Safety net dental care programs provide dental care to people
covered by Medicaid and offer sliding fees, reduced fees or

free care to patients who don’t have dental insurance or can’t
afford to pay a private dentist. The dental “safety net” includes
public dental clinics, dental care provided to schoolchildren
and mobile/ portable dental care programs (e.g., mobile dental
vans). These programs provide basic dental care such as exams,
X-rays, fillings, extractions, root canals and dentures.

The OHP maintains information on safety net dental programs
in Ohio, including a map, list, and brochure. All information is
published on the OHP webpage.

Assisting Safety Net Dental Care
Programs in Recruiting Dental
Care Professionals

Safety Net Dental Clinics and Dental HPSAs* in Ohio
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repayment.
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PS'.',??"’H?;:Si,;me communities wishing to apply for a dental HPSA, should
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with a shortage of primary dental health care providers.
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Funding and Technical
Assistance for Safety Net Dental
Care Programs

ODH provides funding to several of Ohio’s dental safety

net clinics to help offset the cost of uncompensated care.
Funding supports diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic
services for Ohioans who have low incomes and who are
uninsured for dental care. The OHP conducts periodic
comprehensive site reviews of safety net grant subrecipients
and provides technical assistance to agencies interested in
starting new or improving operations of existing safety net
dental clinics.

Dental OPTIONS

OPTIONS, the Ohio Partnership To Improve Oral health
through access to Needed Services, is a case management
program that links eligible people with dentists who have
volunteered either to donate care or to provide care for
reduced fees. OPTIONS is a partnership between ODH and
the Ohio Dental Association. The OHP administers OPTIONS
and provides funding for needed dental lab work.

After treatment

Before treatment
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Online Information
for Safety Net Dental
Care Programs

The OHP maintains information about Ohio’s safety net
dental clinics on its website that features a wide array of
tools useful to Ohio’s dental clinics.
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In addition, the online Safety Net Dental Clinic Manual
provides extensive information on clinic development,
operations and sustainability.

Diversion of Emergency
Department (ED) Visits
for Nontraumatic Dental
Conditions (NTDC)

The OHP is working to develop a protocol and training for ED
staff to triage patients who present in the ED for NTDCs and
make timely referrals to local providers for definitive oral
healthcare.

Promoting Oral Health as
Overall Health

The OHP works to improve oral health for all Ohioans and
promote oral health as an essential component of overall
health.
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