
The Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS) is a population-based survey designed to examine 
maternal behaviors and experiences before, during and after a woman’s pregnancy, and during the early infancy 
of her child. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) initiated PRAMS in 1987 in an effort to reduce 
infant mortality and the incidence of low-birthweight.  The PRAMS questionnaire was implemented in Ohio from 
1999 to 2015.  
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PRAMS minimum response rate policy requires Ohio and other participating states to meet the 
response rate set by CDC in order for the data to be included in CDC’s national PRAMS dataset. 
Ohio has met PRAMS’s minimum response rate every year since 1999 except in 2004, 2011, and 2013. 
Although, Ohio’s PRAMS data for 2004, 2011, and 2013 are not included in CDC’S dataset, the data 
are still available from Ohio Department of Health and can be used for state data purposes and to 
monitor the health of mothers and infants in Ohio. Additionally, PRAMS minimum response rates 
have declined over the years. Prior to 2007, the minimum response rate was 70%. The minimum 
rate changed in 2007 to 65%, 60% in 2012, and 55% in 2015.
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Ohio PRAMS Phases and Response Rates, 1999-2015
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Color of dot indicates if Ohio met the minimum response rate.     Yes      No
Graph shading represents PRAMS’s minimum response 



PRAMS Phases

Sampling Frame for PRAMS

In addition to response rate changes, PRAMS questionnaires are changed periodically, and each version of the 
questionnaire is referred to as a phase. Differences among phases are important to note when assessing trends 
due to the change in questions between each phase.

PRAMS sampling frames are randomly selected each year from state birth certificates, oversampling for 
low-weight births in Ohio. Historically, approximately 200 new mothers in Ohio were selected each month to 
participate in PRAMS, resulting in total annual sample sizes around 1,500.

During Ohio’s participation in PRAMS, questionnaires were administered using two different modes of data 
collection- mail and telephone.

Modes of Survey Administration


